Mrs. Spear’s 7th Grade Math Class   
Welcome to Math 7!  Below are some policies and procedures for class to help ensure that everyone is given an opportunity to be successful in math.  I am excited about helping you achieve your best.

Rules and Behavioral Expectations 

BE ON TIME.  Be in your assigned seat at the appropriate time.  See tardy policy for late infractions.

BE PREPARED.  Bring necessary supplies to class.  Some things may be paper, pencil, homework, notebook, etc.  Be sure to have more than one sharpened pencil prior to the start of class.

BE RESPECTFUL.  Students are expected to be polite and courteous, use appropriate language and tone when communicating with others, refrain from using verbal and non-verbal remarks and gestures that are intended to harm or hurt others emotionally, and refrain from touching others in an inappropriate manner, i.e. pushing, hitting, kicking, pinching, etc.
REMAIN SEATED.  Do not get out of your seat during instructional time without teacher permission.  This includes throwing away trash, sharpening pencils, turning in assignments, etc.  Always obtain permission before leaving your seat.  Getting out of your seat during instructional time causes a distraction for the teacher and students.

BE QUIET.  Students should enter the room in a quiet manner and go directly to their seat.  Unless otherwise directed, students are to start the Daily Drill as soon as they come into class.   Students are expected to raise their hands and obtain permission before asking a question or making a comment.  Distractions during instructional time will not be tolerated.

Rewards/Consequences

Rewards will periodically be offered for following directions, good behavior, completing assignments, as well as academic performance.  Rewards may be given in the form of candy, sodas, pizza, games, etc.  Rewards may also be given as a group or individually.

There will be consequences for failing to meet the rules or expectations in the classroom.  Each class period the following procedure will be followed for rule infractions…

DMS Disciplinary Action Steps:

· Warning

· Silent Lunch Detention and Parent Contact
· Referral to Administrator

*Severe offenses may necessitate bypassing some action steps.

Classwork/Homework

Classwork assignments will vary.  They may be completed as individual, guided practice, or group activities.  It is extremely important to attend class because many classwork assignments are interactive and will only be able to be made up through an alternate written assignment.  You must show your work on ALL assignments to receive full credit.  Work turned in without demonstrating how the answer was achieved is considered incomplete and will be graded accordingly.

You are expected to write down all homework in your agenda book at the end of the class period.  Homework will be due at the beginning of the next class period unless told otherwise.  Homework assignments not turned in on time will result in a “0”.  It is the student’s responsibility to have their homework at the beginning of each class.  If you leave your homework at home or in your locker, that is not the Teacher’s fault but your own and you will be held accountable!
Make-Up Work

Missed work from absences must be made up.  Students are responsible for getting the work from the “missed work” file the next day they return.  Any work not turned in will result in a zero (NHI).  

Quizzes and Tests

There will be several quizzes(5) and tests(4) each nine-weeks.  Quizzes will be given in a variety of formats such as short answer, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, etc.  All tests will be announced.  Quizzes will  either be announced or given as pop quizzes.  Benchmark 4.5 and 9 Week tests will be given on the computer.  Students must show work on all quizzes and tests or points will be deducted.  By showing your work, I see that you understand the material or if you get the answer wrong, where you misunderstood the steps.
Tardiness

1st Offense: Verbal warning

2nd Offense: Parent contact

3rd Offense: Referral to administrator

Lockers/Bookbags

Bookbags/nylon bags will not be allowed in the classroom.  If you bring a bookbag to school please be sure to put it in your locker until the end of the day.  Also see the Student Agenda for school policy on bookbags.  For females, purses that are big enough to carry a book, whether it is used this way or not, must be kept in your locker.
Locker Times: (To be determined by the 7th Grade)
Textbooks

Students will be issued one student math textbook for this class.  Math textbooks will not be replaced if lost.  You are encouraged to use your textbook to help complete homework or review and study skills and concepts outside the classroom.

Fire Drills/Emergency Situations

In the event there is a fire drill or other emergency situation, all talking must stop and every student must be in a seat to receive instructions.  Emergency exits and routes from the room will be posted on the wall next to the door.  Anytime it is necessary to leave the building in an emergency situation students must exit the building in a single-file line.  Once outside, students will remain in line so that attendance can be taken to ensure that everyone made it out of the building.  Students will remain in line until we return to the classroom or other instructions are given.  During an emergency situation, whether real or a drill, students are to remain SILENT!!!
Restroom/Emergency Passes

Each student will receive 4 emergency passes each nine-week marking period.  These passes are for emergency uses only, such as restroom, nurse, office, etc.  Before leaving the room you must get your pass and your agenda signed by the teacher.  NO AGENDA, NO LEAVING THE CLASSROOM!!!  You may not use another student’s agenda in place of your own.  Once you have used all your emergency passes for the nine-weeks you will no longer get permission to leave the room.  It is my suggestion that you use them only when you feel you have to!  Only ONE student will be allowed to leave the room at a time.  Please notify the teacher if you have an existing medical condition that may require you to leave the room more often.  This medical condition must be on file with the school nurse!
Projects

There will be math projects assigned throughout the school year.  Students will be provided with written and verbal instructions on what is expected from them.  These projects are to be completed outside of school so that students have an opportunity to experience math using a real-life application.  Projects will carry the same grade weight as a test.

Class Dismissal 

Students will only be dismissed once everyone is in their seat and the room is arranged and cleaned as instructed.  Nobody leaves until everyone is seated and I give the OK!

Breakfast
Students who do not eat breakfast in the cafeteria are encouraged to bring reading material to class.  If you are not in breakfast, you must be in the classroom and in your seat.  Make sure to go to your lockers and to go to the restroom before coming to class if you go to breakfast.  You can not go to breakfast once you come to class.  You must go to breakfast directly after getting off your bus.
Lunch 
Students are expected to walk in a straight line and quiet manner to and from the cafeteria. You are also expected to remain with your class and in line. Students who do not will receive consequences for it.  We will return from the cafeteria in a similar fashion.  Anyone who lags behind the class and is unable to keep up with the return pace back to class will also receive previously mentioned Action Steps.  Students are not allowed to get up out of their seats until time to line up for the return to class.  Trash will be thrown away as students line up.  Students are allowed to ONLY go through the lunch line one time, so make sure to get all items including snacks when you go through the line the first time.  Also, students may only go through the line with their class, not another teacher’s class.
Electronics

ANY electronics devices such as, but not limited to, cell phones, handheld video games, MP3 players, and iPOD’s WILL BE CONFISCATED if seen or heard by the teacher.  All items will be turned into the office at the end of the day and may be picked up ONLY by a parent.

Laptop/Computer Use

In the event we are using the computer lab, students are responsible for their assigned laptops.  Failure to follow the given instructions for computer use may result in the loss of computer privileges, a separate written assignment given, and in severe cases referral to administration.

*At times rules may need to be deleted, added, or altered to fit certain circumstances.

Some things to keep in mind through the course of the year in my class…

· Fair does not mean equal.

· Nearly everything you do in this class is by choice.

Parents are invited and encouraged to attend class at any time.  Please be sure to follow our school’s visitor policy.

Contact information:

E-mail: dspear@dcpsnet.org
Phone #: 469-5430
Website/blog:  www.dspearmath.weebly.com (assignments, test dates, and class notes as well as upcoming school events will be posted on this site)
***Keep these rules in your binder.  If any changes are made to this policy during the year, a copy will be sent home for a parent signature.





Please return this page
By signing below I acknowledge that I have read and understand Mrs. Spear’s classroom policies and procedures for the 2012-2013 school year.

Parent 
Email  _____________________________
Phone:  ____________________  cell  ________________________
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Date:
